April 5, 2023
Dear Governor Abbott, Lt. Governor Patrick, Texas State Senate, and Texas State House,

As concerned community and professional organizations in Texas and across the nation, we write
to express our concern and opposition to the bills currently pending before the Texas legislature
that target and restrict the rights of hard-working immigrants, create fear and concern amongst
Texan business owners and families, and promote the impression that Texas is not a welcoming
place for immigrants and their investments.

We are particularly concerned with the impact of SB 147, including as amended, and the
message that it sends along with other bills of a similar nature, including SB 711, SB 552, and
HB 4736. These bills restrict the ability of immigrants from engaging in basic liberties such as
purchasing homes, growing their businesses, and pursuing higher education.

Under the guise of addressing national security concerns, instead, these bills ultimately target and
harm (whether intentionally or not) communities composed of hard-working immigrants,
refugees, and citizens on the basis of national origin. Some of these bills, such as SB 147, as
amended, expressly single out and omit protections for all immigrants and visa-holders from
China, Iran, North Korea, and Russia, while others are drafted in a way that would restrict the
rights of dual-citizens, refugees, and others from around the world.

We are deeply concerned that Asian, Iranian, Russian, and other communities are being singled
out and denied the ability to do what every other similarly situated individual in America has the
right to do: build a life and put down roots in the place that they call home. These bills, if
enacted, would create additional barriers based exclusively on a person’s ancestry or country of
origin, all in contravention of the rights afforded to them under federal law.

The combined effect of these bills is an ugly reminder of dark and rejected parts of American
history, when communities were targeted by discriminatory laws based on their ancestry. These
bills echo the Alien Land Laws of the early 20th century that prevented Asians from owning land
in states across the country, and more recent policies like the Muslim Ban, which separated
immigrants and refugees on the basis of their religion and national origin from their families and
prevented students from contributing to the strength of the United States.

We are deeply concerned that Texas may repeat these mistakes and make itself unwelcoming to
the many immigrants, Asian Americans, [ranian Americans, and other diverse communities that
call the state home. As a model for many in the country and out of a duty to those who call, or
will call, Texas home, you have a responsibility to carefully consider the impact of introducing
or supporting discriminatory legislation like SB 147 and these other bills.



We strongly urge you to oppose SB 147, as amended, and other bills that discriminate against
individuals and families based on their national origin or ancestry. We encourage you to meet
with potentially impacted community members, including our organizations, and speak out
against all bills that end up targeting and harming the individuals and communities that make
Texas and our country stronger.

Sincerely,
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